WHAT IS ‘BRACHYCEPHALIC
OCULAR SYNDROME’?

Brachycephalic breeds are predisposed WHAT IS A BRACHYCEPHALIC

to eye problems and may have several BREED?

issues at the same time, hence the Brachycephalic breeds are those with
term ‘brachycephalic ocular syndrome’. short noses and flat faces.

Awareness of the common eye This includes dogs such as; Pugs, French
problems that may develop allows early Bulldogs, Shih Tzus, Boston Terriers,
recognition and prompt intervention, English Bulldogs, Cavalier King Charles
to ensure your pet’s eyes remain as Spaniels, and Boxers; and cats such as
healthy as possible. Persians and Exotic/British Shorthairs.
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FOR FURTHER INFORMATION VISIT
TVM-UK.COM/BOS

REMEMBER, IF IN DOUBT, SEEK ADVICE FROM YOUR VET
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COMMON EYE PROBLEMS
TO LOOK OUT FOR

DRY EYES

An optimal tear film is vital for keeping eyes
lubricated and healthy

Dry eye (also known as keratoconjunctivitis
sicca or ‘KCS’) occurs when there is an
insufficient and/or a poor-quality tear film

In the initial stages of the disease, your pet
may experience recurrent bouts of sore,
itchy eyes with sticky grey-yellow or crusty
discharge

Corneal ulcers and chronic corneal changes,
such as pigmentation, may develop later on
and can impair vision if left untreated

TEAR OVERFLOW
CORNEAL ULCERATION AND STAINING

Brachycephalic breeds have protruding eyes Due to the flat-face and abnormal
making them more exposed to the elements, eyelid anatomy seen in many

which can lead to dryness, damage and brachycephalic breeds, tears may not
irritation drain effectively, and therefore may

) overflow onto the face
Corneal ulceration (where the surface of

the eye is ‘wounded’) is a common resulting Tears contain porphyrin pigments
complaint in brachycephalic breeds that turn brown on the coat, resulting

: in unsightly ‘tear staining’
Symptoms of a corneal ulcer include; gntly 9

irritation, blinking/winking, redness, cloudy
and/or watery eye

Corneal ulcers are very painful and can rapidly
deepen (known as ‘melting”), which can cause
permanent blindness; brachycephalic breeds
possess an increased risk of corneal melting,
so need to be treated with even more

care and attention

Brachycephalic dogs are
3.63x more likely to develop

dry eye than other breeds'

THE GOOD NEWS IS THAT LOTS
CAN BE DONE TO HELP IMPROVE
EYE HEALTH..




